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WELCOME 
Hi! My name is Susan Keenliside and it’s my privilege to bring you the bSI 
openBIM Awards Program. This submission guide has all the information you 
need to prepare for and execute a submission to the Awards program for 
2020. This year is special as it will be the first time we launch with a custom 
awards platform. The user experience for submitters and jury members is 
improved by using the AwardForce platform to deliver the program, which 
helps everyone focus on what’s important here – great news stories about the 
use of openBIM! On behalf of the entire team, I welcome you to the 2020 
season and wish you the best of luck with your submission(s).  

Sincerely,                                                                                                                                   

 

OBJECTIVE 

The buildingSMART International Awards Program honours exemplary demonstrations of openBIM best 
practice or innovation within project delivery and lifecycle asset management in the built asset industry. 
Entries are judged on how effectively, or how innovatively, they have used these to overcome 
interoperability challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEBSITE 
https://www.buildingsmart.org/bsi-awards/  

The bSI website for the Awards Program is the homepage for all 2020 information, including access to 
the awards platform for submissions and judging. You can also refer to past project winners from 2018 
and 2019 seasons. 

Finally, don’t miss reading Appendix A: Message to Applicants at the end of the document for more 
detail about the program. 
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AWARD CATEGORIES 
There are four (4) themes with a total of eight (8) categories to be awarded for the 2020 season: 

 

NOTE: Professional Research = Academic, Institutional or Industry Research projects 

Refer to Appendix B: Award Category Definitions for detailed definitions and expectations per category. 

 

CORE REQUIREMENTS 
Satisfying the following core requirements is necessary to advance to the judging round: 

1. Entries must demonstrate with evidence the deployment of one or more buildingSMART tools or 
standards. 

2. Entries must be delivered in International English; the jury will not be able to assess content written 
in a language other than International English. 

3. One submission = one project 
4. One project can submit for multiple awards if they meet the criteria. When submitting a project for 

multiple awards, you have the option to use a copy of an existing submission within the awards 
platform. 

5. There is no limit to the number of submissions a proponent can submit. 
6. Past submissions that did not win an award in previous seasons are able to resubmit to any new 

season. Past award winners are not eligible for resubmission in the same category but may submit 
to other categories. 
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KEY DATES 

 

AWARD FORCE PLATFORM 
Award Force is a web-based awards platform used by buildingSMART International and does not incur 
any cost to the applicant for its use. It requires a log-in profile that is created prior to entering the site; 
be sure to take note of your login credentials to use every time you log in to the platform. 

https://awards.buildingsmart.org  

SUBMISSION VIEW 
Please refer to Appendix C: Submission View for a detailed walkthrough of the submission process on 
the awards platform. 

SOFTWARE ECOSYSTEM 
We want all software used on the project to be identified. Submitters may choose to create a graphic or 
process maps that demonstrate the software used, by which stakeholder, which IT infrastructure, in 
which project phase or information exchange or BIM use. 

Refer to Appendix D: Sample Attachment Files to see an example of a software ecosystem map. 

•Submissions completed via Awards Platform
•https://awards.buildingsmart.org 

SUBMISSION PERIOD

•Chapter Representatives form the Jury
•Judging of submissions to determine Finalists

JUDGING PERIOD

•Online Presentations to a select Jury
•Marketing Material for Summit & Website
•Summit Invitation to Present Project

FINALISTS ROUND

•Category Winners are awarded at the Summit Gala 
Cermony

SUMMIT CEREMONY

CLOSING DATE: July 5th, 2020 

CLOSING DATE: July 31st, 2020 

NOTIFIED: August 5th, 2020 

CEREMONY: October 5th, 2020 
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MODEL FILES 
It is not expected for applicants to submit model files. Screenshots, video screen captures, and other 
forms of documentation are highly encouraged that show software workflows and model or data 
content. 

USE CASES 
We continue to encourage documentation of any BIM Use Case deployed on the project, although there 
is no requirement to complete a specific deliverable at this time. 

For more information on use cases, visit https://www.buildingsmart.org/users/services/  

https://ucm.buildingsmart.org  

WHAT’S NEW IN 2020 
 New category added: Technology Solution  

o This category is for vendors and product developers that is built off one or more of the 
openBIM schemas 

o The addition of this category is the first of its kind in the program 
 New category added: Asset Management 

o This category is for asset owners and asset managers to demonstrate the use of 
openBIM within the asset lifecycle 

 New awards added to the Project Delivery category  
o Integrated Project Delivery using openBIM  
o Handover using openBIM 

 Use of an awards platform built specifically for programs like this 

RESUBMISSION OF PAST PROJECTS 
buildingSMART encourages the resubmission of projects to the awards program. In some cases, the past 
submission may not have fully demonstrated the accomplishments, or the project may have further 
advanced since the time of the last submission. PLEASE NOTE that previous winning projects are not 
eligible to resubmit to the same category they won an award for. 

JURY PROCESS 
buildingSMART is committed to a fair and transparent judging process. The Jury is selected on a 
volunteer basis from each of the buildingSMART chapters around the world. Each jury member attests 
to not being involved with any submission nor any of the projects being submitted. The jury is given the 
tools and background knowledge to be able to complete the judging activities fairly and consistently 
across all submissions. The jury will determine three (3) finalists for all award categories. 
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FINALISTS & WINNERS 
All finalists will be asked to provide additional material to be promoted by buildingSMART. This includes 
a poster, a short video and an opportunity to present their project at the summit should they choose to 
attend.  Winners will be announced at the Gala Dinner Awards Ceremony during the bSI Summit in Oslo, 
Norway from October 5th-8th, 2020. https://www.buildingsmart.org/event/international-standards-
summit-oslo-2020/   

GALA CEREMONY 
The Gala Ceremony is the event where the buildingSMART openBIM Awards are announced. It occurs 
during the fall Standards Summit. It is a gala dinner for summit participants with the awards ceremony 
happening as the capstone entertainment and celebration. All submitters are invited to attend, 
regardless of final standing in the awards.  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Submitters are encouraged to review the FAQ section of the website: 
https://www.buildingsmart.org/bsi-awards/  

OPT-IN TO BSI NEWS 
Opt-in to the buildingSMART mailing list to receive all bSI news and regular communications:  
https://mailchi.mp/56c7ea4b1b66/buildingsmart-opt-in-for-email-news  

CONTACT 
Submitters may contact awards@buildingsmart.org with questions or technical issues at any time. 
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Appendix A: Message to Applicants 
Thank you for your interest in submitting a project to the buildingSMART International (bSI) openBIM 
Awards. buildingSMART created the Award program to recognize exemplary projects that have used 
buildingSMART solutions to effectively overcome interoperability challenges. The first awards were 
presented in Toronto in October 2014. 

“It’s an opportunity for companies to showcase their application of 
buildingSMART open standard solutions to current challenges of interoperability 

faced during collaborative project delivery or asset operations”. 

Richard Petrie, Chief Executive 
 

To ensure your project has the greatest chance of winning an award, read carefully as we provide you 
with instructions and information about the submittal process. It is important to follow these 
instructions to present your submission in the clearest way possible to the jury.  

The submissions will be judged on how well the evidence demonstrates the use of openBIM on the 
project, with highest ratings going to projects showcasing the use of bSI Standards, Tools, and Services. 
The submitters are encouraged to give evidence of non-openBIM use cases for additional credit. 

From experience, we have found the competition to be very intense. buildingSMART ensures a fair 
competition by combining rigor and transparency in the submittal process, enabling the jurors to give all 
parties equal consideration. To this end, the evidence given must follow the instructions below and 
contain information that directly supports the submission and its use cases.  

We recognize the time required to prepare a proper award submission, and our aim is to make the 
process as easy as possible. Concurrently, we respect the jury members’ time to thoroughly review each 
submission in a consistent method to make their best assessment. The more succinct and organized the 
evidence is in supporting the project use cases, the better the process is for everyone.  

BEWARE: Copious, non-relevant, or insufficient information will be viewed as detrimental. The jury has a 
limited amount of time to review submissions. Ensure important information is explicit and not buried in 
large amounts of text. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: All communications from buildingSMART International regarding your 
submission will be sent only to the contact person provided in your award application. If you need to 
add contacts, please send your request with their contact information to  
awards@buildingsmartinternational.org. We will confirm your request. If you do not receive a response, 
assume the material is still only going to the listed person.  

Best of luck, 
bSI Awards Management Team 
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Appendix B: Award Category Definitions 
THEME CATEGORY  

Project 
Delivery 
Excellence  
 

An industry 
project award 
recognizing 
excellence by 
any stakeholder 
in construction 
project delivery 
using openBIM.  

Design using 
openBIM  

An industry construction project with 
demonstrated excellence using 
openBIM during the Design phase of 
project delivery.  

Construction 
using openBIM  

An industry construction project with 
demonstrated excellence using 
openBIM during the Construction 
phase of project delivery.  

Integrated 
Project Delivery 
using openBIM  

An industry construction project with 
demonstrated excellence using 
openBIM in an Integrated Project 
Delivery (IPD) setting.  

Handover using 
openBIM  

An industry construction project with 
demonstrated excellence using 
openBIM for Handover of datasets 
and information during Project Close-
out.  

Operational 
Excellence  

Operational 
excellence using 
openBIM by any 
stakeholder 
during the 
Operations 
phase of a built 
asset.  

Asset 
Management 
using openBIM  

Asset lifecycle information 
management with demonstrated 
excellence using openBIM in the 
Operations phase of a built asset.  

 Research 
Excellence  
  

A research 
project that 
advances the 
pursuit of 
interoperability 
using 
buildingSMART 
schema or tools.  

Professional 
Research using 
openBIM  

Research excellence using openBIM 
led by academic, industry or 
government professionals.  

Student 
Research using 
openBIM  

Research excellence using openBIM 
led by students.  

Technology 
Excellence  

Software 
development 
deploying 
buildingSMART 
schema, tools or 
standards. 

Technology 
Solution using 
openBIM  

An applied technology solution 
developed on the back of 
buildingSMART schema.  
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Appendix C: Submission View 
Use this guide to walk you through what is required. 

https://awards.buildingsmart.org  

If you are new to this site, you will first be asked to create an account to log in with. 

When you sign in, this is the homepage view where you start a submission or go back to access a 
completed or in-progress submission. Note the important information about dates and support, with 
submission(s) listed at the bottom. 
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When you start a new submission or open an existing one, you are required to complete the information 
on each tab shown here (except for the “optional” tab is optional, not required): 

  

At the bottom of each tab you will have the following option: 

 

Once you have completed all the information asked for on all the tabs there is no other information that 
is required for the submission – everything is within this platform.  

If you are happy with the information provided in your submission you can then go ahead and submit. 
Save a copy of the PDF version of your submission for our records. 

You can return to your submission at any time and make changes up until the deadline. There is no 
restriction on how many times you access and/or edit your submission(s) within the deadline. However, 
once the deadline is past, you will not be able to access your submission(s).  
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Appendix D: Sample Attachment Files 
Below are some examples from submissions to the 2019 Awards program. These samples can give ideas 
on how to support the kinds of attachment documents we are asking you to provide in the 2020 
submission. Please remember that plagiarism is a serious offence and not tolerated in this program.  

 

Figure 1: BIM Technology Map – Mercedes Autohaus Project, Australia 

 

Figure 2: Project BIM Uses – Qatar TOD Project, Qatar TOD 
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Figure 3: Process Map – Queen’s Wharf Brisbane Project - Australia 

 

Figure 4: IFC coordinate management & interoperability – Queen’s Wharf Brisbane Project - Australia 
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Figure 5: Model break up and naming strategies – Queen’s Wharf Brisbane Project - Australia 

 

Figure 6: Room/space management – Queen’s Wharf Brisbane Project - Australia 
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Figure 7: 3D Coordination – Queen’s Wharf Brisbane Project - Australia 

 

Figure 8: Design Authoring and Briefing – West 65 Project, Serbia 
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Figure 9: Existing Conditions Modeling – West 65 Project, Serbia 

 

Figure 10: Data Stream Delivery – Xiamen Metro Transit Project, China 


